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e-Powering Development:

Broadband and our Digital Futures



The Digital Future is NOW!

ɆGlobalization ɀdismantled boundaries



±ƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΩǎ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ CǳǘǳǊŜ

ÅA digital economy based on services,cultural
content and other technology-assistedsectors

ÅInformation -literate society resulting from new
approachesto training and education

ÅWidespread broadband access
and pro-poor policies
towards wealth creation, personal
empowerment and civility



Defining Broadband

Ȱ! ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÒ 
connection allowing 
large amounts of data 
to be carried very 
quickly, and which can 
split the available 
bandwidth into 
ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ ÃÈÁÎÎÅÌÓȢȱ

- telecomsadvice.org.uk



Broadband Applications

Broadband is a central delivery
mechanism for all new technologies,
applications and services. Web 2.0,
Semantic Web, Cloud computing, open
access applications in Electricity,
HealthCare, Transportation, Education
and Media and Communications.

- Summary of Findings from OECD Study, 2009

Broadband must be A WAY OF LIFE



Selected Applications 
·Improved public administration 

·Open access to national data for better 
planning 

·E-Health & Telemedicine

·E-Learning to create effective access and 
media literacy

·E-Commerce  and E-Banking creating a 
mobile, teleworked society



e-Powering Through Broadband

Ȱ"ÒÏÁÄÂÁÎÄ ÐÅÎÅÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÉÎ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ 
Europe could produce enormous 
economic benefits, potentially increasing 
the gross domestic product (GDP) by 
US$300-420 billion and creating over 10-
Ϋή ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÊÏÂÓȢȱ 

McKinsey Report, 2009



e-Powering Through Broadband

Total                   300 - 420                         +0.8 - 1.2              9.9 ï14.1



e-Powering Through Broadband

ȰA 10 percent increase in the market 
penetration of broadband increases 
output growth by 1.4 percent in the 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȢȱ

World Bank, 2009



Mobile and Internet 
Penetration ςJamaica 2007
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Transitioning to Broadband in the 
Caribbean

×High mobile phone penetration, but still too 
low internet and broadband usage.

×Mobile phone ubiquity must transition to a 
combination of fixed and mobile broadband 
if we are to avoid Digital Divide 3.0

×Effective broadband access should be the 
new universal service goal supported by 
reduced cost and increased training.



DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜǊŜΧΧΧΧΧΧ
·Political Will, Strategic Vision and 

Leadership ɀBroadband Champion

·Significant investment in 
infrastructure and technologies 
through private/public partnerships

·#ÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÉÇÈÔ-ÔÏÕÃÈȱ 
harmonized regulatory and 
legislative environment



·High capital outlay required to build the broadband 
infrastructure in light of competing priorities. 

·Cost-benefit studies in OECD countries show a 
return on investment mainly within 10 years, 
resulting from savings in electricity, healthcare, road 
transportation and education. 

·The Caribbean needs to do its own research and 
analysis to guide evidence-based policy making.

The Broadband Platform - Some Challenges



·Inadequacy of existing and 
new regulations and 
legislations and slow 
regulatory responses.  

·Uncertainty regarding 
political will 

·Institutional and human
capacity issues.

Political Challenges


