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BROADCASTING COMMISSION

MANDATE
The Commission is a statutory body 
established by the Broadcasting and 
Radio Re-Diffusion (Amendment) Act 
of 1986.

Its role is to monitor & regulate:
• Free-to-air  Radio
• Free-to-air Television 
• Subscriber Television

We do not regulate:
• Music on public transportation
• Sound systems
• Stage shows
• Newspapers
• Bill Boards
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LIBERALISED BROADCASTING INDUSTRY

• 3 national free-to-air television stations

• 1 Public Service Broadcaster (via cable)

• 27 radio stations (7 limited area/regional)

• 42 Subscriber Television Operators (across 
246 zones)

• 1 National (wired) cable television operator 
(Flow) licensed August 2007

• 1 National wireless STV licensee (LIME TV)

• Possibility of a 2nd National wireless STV 
licence 

• Growing number of local cable channels & 
content providers, HYPE, RETV, CTV, Music+, 
JNN etc.
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Culture of Public and 
Industry Consultation

Wide scale National Consultations since January 2011  

Governor General President of the Senate

Speaker of the House Members of Parliament

Students and Youth Citizens across the 14 parishes

Non-governmental and community-
based organisations 

Leadership of faith-based 
organisations

Service Clubs Educators

Industry Licensees
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BROADCASTING COMMISSION

LANDMARKS
Regularization of Cable Service

Liberalisation of the Electronic Media

Radical Reform of Broadcast Content Quality 

Children’s Code for Programming

Islandwide Wireless Digital Cable: 

Licensing of Mobile TV with IPTV imminent

On the cusp of transition to Digital Television 
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BROADCASTING COMMISSION

JAMAICA
MILESTONE

25 Years of Electronic Media 

Regulation in Jamaica

• Oldest and most well established 

content regulator in the Caribbean.

• Established in June 1986.

• Prior to this, the broadcast media 

were monitored by the 

Broadcasting Authority. The 

Authority’s functions were 

incorporated into the Commission.
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BROADCASTING COMMISSION

MILESTONE – 25 years

25th Anniversary Activities
•Church Service : June 26, Boulevard Baptist Church

•Student Research Grant

•Youth innovation Competitions

•Legislative Reform

•Banquet: October
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DOWNSIDE OF MEDIA EXPLOSION

Decisive regulation in the public interest

•Known boundaries being breached

•Landmark timeline of decisive regulatory action:
February 2009: 3 Directives issued
March 2011: Notice of Breach issued to NNN, 

requiring discontinuation of a 
programme.

•Contending with payola
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Regulatory Actions of 
February 6 & 20, 2009 and March 11, 2011

Directives prohibit transmission of:
• songs concerning the practice of open and violent sexual 

simulation and   associated recordings and 
• songs which contain editing methods of bleeps and 

beeps.  

Lyrics promoting:
• murder 
• acts of violence 
• glorification of the gun 

• Action to prohibit Vulgar and Scandalous On Air 
programming.
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PAYOLA
- The bane of music & radio ethics?

pay-o-la [ pay ṓlə ]:

The widespread practice of 
secretly giving or accepting bribes 
in a variety of forms in exchange 
for music airplay or other means of 
media exposure. 



άaŀƴȅ ǿŜƭƭ-written and well-produced songs have not 
ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŘŀȅΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ 
reluctance to pay payola. Many talents and budding 
careers have been suppressed or cut short because of 
payola. Those who publicly decry payola are often 
black-ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ŀƛǊǇƭŀȅΦέ

• Official position of the Jamaica Reggae Industry Association (JARIA)at BCJ 2011 
Payola and Anti-piracy Forum 

PAYOLA
- The bane of music & radio ethics?



Criminalisation of Payola

• Recommendation to government to formally make 
the rapidly growing practice a criminal offence; 
punishable by fines up to $15M

• Also developed a raft of other proposed counter-
measures related to the management of airplay 
within broadcasting stations.

PAYOLA
BCJ POSITION



• Even the more extreme dancehall artistes have been shedding themselves 

of gratuitously violent and explicit lyrics.

• It is something that we need to acknowledge because when they were 

doing the reverse, they were criticised heavily. 

• We have to encourage these artistes to continue on the positive trajectory 

by embracing them where they previously would have been excluded. 

• Respecting creative freedoms, youth expression and journalistic freedom 

within the boundaries of responsibility

Balancing Rights and 
Responsibilities



• Content Regulation process Constant and On-going

• Trend now more positive but still requiring 
Vigilance

• BCJ renews its public commitment to not relent in 
continuing to clean up airwaves! 

Moving Forward



•podcasts

•wikis

•forums

•Social networking sites

•Media sharing sites

•P2P

•VOIP

2.0 web

Has changed everything.
Mass adoption of software and 
services that offer new 
possibilities for collaboration, 
including:

(2004-2010) 

New Media, New Regulatory Challenges



• Citizen media 
• i-reports
• mobile phone videos
• blogging

New Media, New Regulatory Challenges



MODERN LEGAL & REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

• Jamaican Electronic Media Regulatory and Policy 
Framework released to the public in 2011 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŀƳŀƛŎŀΩǎ aŜŘƛŀ 
Policy. 

• The media policy research will form the basis of 
recommendations to the Government for a new Act

• Need to repeal and replace the dated Broadcasting 
Radio and Re-Diffusion Act of 1949

• Need to fast track Digital Switchover 
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• Richer, more enhanced media 

experience

• Better technical quality

• Opportunities for Next generation 

network (NGN) technologies 

(mobile TV; wireless broadband; 

HDTV)

• New domestic commercial services

Why Switch to DTV?

DO Status Update

DIGITAL TELEVISION 
SWITCH-OVER
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• National Steering Committee 
Composition

• Switchover Deadline 2015

• Decision on Technical Standard 
Pending

• BUT Industry already expressing 
preference for ATSC standard

• Study on Funding Switchover -
pending

Digital Switchover 
Status Update
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DIGITAL TELEVISION 
SWITCH-OVER

ñJamaica, the place of choice to live, 

work, raise families and do business.ò

Not possible if we are technology 

laggards

Transforming business models, 

leveraging the convergence of telecoms, 

broadcasting and the Internet 

Vision 2030-Network 
Convergence Perspective



JAMAICA’S DIGITAL PROFILE
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Household Access to Selected Media / ICTs



JAMAICA’S DIGITAL PROFILE
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Distribution of Households with Selected ICTs 

Source: Caribbean ICT Indicators and Broadband Survey, 2011. TPM, MSB, UWI.

Selected ICT Indicators



JAMAICA’S DIGITAL PROFILE
Individual Internet Activities (1)

Downloading software

Reading/downloading
online newspapers

Getting information about
goods and services

Playing/downloading
video/computer games

Downloading/streaming
media

Posting information/instant
messaging

Formal education/learning
activities

Social networking

Sending/receiving emails

27.5

33

41.8

45.2

52.3

54.9

65.4

71.7

76.9

Source: Caribbean ICT Indicators and Broadband Survey, 2011. TPM, MSB, UWI.



2.1

8.4
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14.7

15.3

23.3

25.7

27.1

Other 

Internet Banking

Interacting with Govt. organisations

Purchasing/ordering goods/services

Viewing pornography

Getting information from Govt. organisations

Getting info.Related to health/health services

Speaking over the Internet (VoIP)

JAMAICA’S DIGITAL PROFILE
Individual Internet Activities (2)

Source: Caribbean ICT Indicators and Broadband Survey, 2011. TPM, MSB, UWI.



• Citizens must be 
empowered through Media 
literacy :  

Ψthe ability to access, 
understand and create
communications in a variety of 
contextsΩΦ 

• Society of uploaders rather 
than downloaders

DIGITAL LITERACY



NEW TECHNOLOGY FOR 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA MONITORING

Comprehensive Automated Content Monitoring 

• Automatically and simultaneously record and store 
the output of all broadcast radio (regional as well as 
national) and television stations 24 hours per day.

• Generate automatic alerts flagging problematic 
content - music or spoken words.

Expanded Citizen Based Content Monitoring (213 
monitors trained to date)



LEGISLATIVE REFORM

• Replace the Broadcasting and Radio ReDiffusion Act 
with a new Electronic Communications Act

• Highlight technology convergence and redefinition of 
broadcasting

• Introduce regulations to protect and assist vulnerable 
audiences such as children, the disabled and those 
affected by violence
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• Call for Internet Protocol Television 
(IPTV) licence applications

o Introduction of Subscriber Television 
via the Internet in Jamaica

• 2nd Wireless Subscriber Television 
Operator

o Recommendation made that call for 
applications to be re-issued

Investment Opportunities



How can the JCC & its members help?

• Support legislative and Policy Reform Agenda 

• Help in content standards monitoring through family and friends 

• Facilitate and Benefit from Industry Research 

• Support 25th Anniversary Publication and Events 

• Continue to demand Robust Competition in the Converging sector 

• Continue to demand High Standards in Output and Regulation

• Strengthen Local Private Investment in the industry 



Contact:

Tel: 929-1998 / 920-9537-9 / 618-0786-8

Toll free: 1-888-99-CABLE (22253)

Fax: 929-1997

Email: info@broadcom.org

Website: www.broadcom.org

@BCJamaica

http://facebook.com/BCJamaica

CONTACT
THANK YOU!

mailto:info@broadcom.org
http://www.broadcom.org/
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://twitter.com/@BCJamaica&h=2a155

